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Quai Branly Museum
A new ethnographic museum in France

Presentation by

Stéphane Martin
President of the Quai Branly Museum

Stéphane Martin is a judge in France’s «Cour des comptes»
which supervises, among other things, the way public money
is spent. With a diploma from Paris’s Institute of Political
Studies, Mr. Martin was named Auditor for the Court in 1982
upon completion of his studies at the National School for
Administration, then promoted to Public Auditor in 1986 and
appointed Chief Auditor in September 2000.

Lecturer at the Institute of Political Studies, the National School of Administration
and the National School of Statistics and Economic Administration (1982–1985),
Recorder with the Court of Budgetary and Financial Discipline (1985), then
President of the Commission on Verification of the Accounts and the Supervision
of Public Bodies for the Republic of Sénégal (1986–1989), he was later General
Delegate of the Georges Pompidou Center (1989–1990), Assistant Director of
Music at Radio France (1990–1993), Assistant Director of the Departmental Staff
of Jacques Toubon in the Ministry of Culture and Francophony (1993). He was
Director of Music and Dance there as well (1993–1995), then Director of the
Departmental Staff of  Philippe Douste-Blazy in the Ministry of Culture (1995 –
1997). He also  was Director of the Grimaldi Forum, a cultural complex and
conference center in Monaco (1997–1998). In late 1997, he became President of
the Ensemble Inter Contemporain, a chamber orchestra specializing in contempo-
rary classical music.

In December 1998, Mr. Martin was appointed
President/Director General of the Quai Branly
Museum’s public facilities. In December 2004, he
became President of the Quai Branly Museum.
Mr. Martin has been a member of the International
Council of Museums (ICOM) since May 2000.
He is Chevalier of the Legion of Honor, Com-
mander in the Order of Arts and Letters, Com-
mander of the Orders of the Lion  and of Merit in
Sénégal and Officer of the Order of Merit (Poland).

Illustrated Lecture:

In 1995 Jacques Chirac began announcing his aim to
found a new museum in Paris. The museum would be
dedicated to the arts of Africa, Asia Oceania and the
Americas, thereby acknowledging the diversity of this art
while giving special attention to dialogue between cul-
tures. The intent was to create an institution entirely
dedicated to the patrimonies of other countries and not
solely to French culture. At once a study and research
center, library, theater and concert hall, the Quai Branly
Museum, which opened its doors to the public this past
June 23, provides various possibilities to put on display

numerous works and the cultures from which they come. Coming up with the idea,
however, of an ethnographic museum in a country where the question of indigenous
peoples isn’t discussed with as much intensity as it
is in the U. S., and where it directly impacts upon
national identity, was not necessarily a given. It
assumed the task of envisioning the specific way of
displaying the artwork of these peoples, carrying on
discourse about, them and portraying their repre-
sentatives’ voices.


